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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-13. and 15-17. are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ronen U.S. Patent No. 5,864,610 

As per claims 1 and 17 , Ronen discloses a method for providing controlled 
online access from a terminal user to a content service via a telecommunications 
system the telecommunications system comprising a network, at least one terminal 
being connected to the network, the terminal comprising a display for displaying content 
services, said method for use in a first system, the first system being connected to a 
second system, the first system being connected to a means for storing billing data of 
terminal users, the method comprising the following steps: 

receiving in the first system a request from the terminal for access to the content 
service, said request being sent from the terminal to the first system using the network, 
said request comprising a first code for identifying the terminal user and/or terminal (fig. 
1, 6, 7, and 8; col. 1, line 55-col. 2, line 25; col. 2, lines 40-60); 

allowing or refusing online access from said terminal to said content service 
based on the terminal user's billing data (fig. 6, 7, 8, and 11; col. 7, lines 35-65); 
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in case of refusal (fig. 6); 

storing said first code and a second code identifying the request with the terminal 
user's billing data (col. 7, lines 35-65); 

providing the terminal with information to set up a connection to the second 
system, said information comprising the second code, said information being sent from 
the first system to the terminal using the network (fig. 6, col. 7, lines 35-65; "... provides 
terminal with a number to call for billing authorization..."); 

receiving in the second system said second code or related code, the second 
code being sent from the terminal to the second system using the network (fig. 6, col. 
35-65; "...ISP collects the number..."); 

updating the terminal user's billing data referenced by said second code (col. 7, 
lines 35-65; "...charges the user and credits the ISP..."); 

allowing online access from said terminal to said content service (col. 7, lines 35- 
65; "...user is confirmed of service..."). 

As per claim 2 , Ronen further discloses a method wherein allowing online 
access from said terminal on a next access request (col. 1 , line 55-col. 2, line 25). 

As per claim 3 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein the method further 
comprises the following steps: 

deriving from the second code a telephone number of the terminal user (col. 7, 
lines 35-65); 
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sending a premium SMS message to the terminal user using the telephone 
number of the terminal user (col. 7, lines 35-65; col. 8, lines 30-60). 

As per claim 4 . Ronen further discloses a method 1 wherein said means for 
storing billing data of terminal users is part of the first system (fig. 3). 

As per claim 5 , Ronen further discloses a method wherein said means for storing 
billing data of terminal users is part of the second system (fig. 3). 

As per claim 6 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein said first system and 
said second system are the same (fig. 4). 

As per claim 7 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein said network 
comprises a packet switched domain and a circuit switched domain (fig. 3; col. 5, line 
45-col. 6, line 5). 

As per claim 8 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein said request is sent 
from the terminal to the first system using the packet switched domain (fig. 3; col. 5, line 
45-col. 6, line 5). 



As per claim 9 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein said information is 
sent from the first system to the terminal using the packet switched domain (fig. 3). 
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As per claim 10 , Ronen further discloses a method wherein said second code is 
sent from the terminal to the second system using the circuit switched domain (fig. 3, 
col. 7, lines 35-65). 

As per claim 11 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein updating the 
terminal user's billing data is accomplished by adding a sum to the terminal user's billing 
data (col. 7, lines 35-65). 

As per claim 12 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein said sum 
corresponds with a tariff of using the second system (col. 7, lines 35-65). 

As per claim 13 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein updating the 
terminal user's billing data is accomplished by adding a sum to the terminal user's 
billing, said sum corresponding with a tariff of the premium SMS message (col. 6, lines 
15-30; col. 7, lines 35-65). 

As per claim 15 . Ronen further discloses a method wherein the method further 
comprises the following steps: in case of allowance, retrieving in the first system the 
requested content sen/ice, forwarding said requested content service to the terminal 
(col. 7, lines 35-65 "...ISP provides the first screen of service..."). 
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As per claim 16 , Ronen further discloses a method wherein the method further 
comprises the following step: in case of allowance, connecting the terminal to said 
content service (col. 7, lines 35-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 14 , is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ronen 

U.S. Patent No. 5,864,610 in view of Kowarsch U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 

2004/0132449 A1. 

As per claim 14 , Ronen failed to explicitly disclose a method wherein, if said 
terminal user's billing data is absent, the terminal user's billing data is created 
automatically. 

Kowarsch discloses a method wherein, if said terminal user's billing data is 
absent, the terminal user's billing data is created automatically (0164; 0165; 0166). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to modify the system of Daniele and provide the method 
wherein, if said terminal user's billing data is absent, the terminal user's billing data is 
created automatically in view of the teachings of Kowarsch in order to ensure efficient 
processing and/or save time. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272 - 6712. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300. [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"]. 

(571) 273-8300. [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office Customer Service Window: 
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Randolph Building, 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria VA. 22314 



Charlie Lion Agwumezie 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 
August 1, 2006 
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